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GO FISH!

CONCEPT
People share many things in a 
classroom, a community, and the 
world. Sometimes they are shared 
equitably and other times inequitably. 

GRADE LEVEL
Lower elementary

SUBJECTS
Social Studies, Science, Math

OBJECTIVES
Students will be able to:
• Compare amounts and describe 

which is more and less.
• Work cooperatively to solve 

a problem.
• List three items that may be shared.
• Identify three ways to promote 

sharing.

SKILLS
Sharing, describing, number-sense 
and counting, critical thinking, 
understanding cause and effect, 
observing, cooperating

MATERIALS
• Goldfish crackers (20 per student)
• Napkins
• Plastic snack size baggies (1 per student)
• Serving bowl

INTRODUCTION
There are many things in life that must be shared - materials 
and space in a classroom, roads, parks, and buses in our 
community, and air and water in the world. But not 
everyone, whether in our community or in the world, always 
gets an equal share. Learning to share things and consider 
the needs of others can be difficult and requires compromise 
and problem solving. In this activity, students share a bowl 
of goldfish crackers, investigate methods for dividing them 
equitably, and explore difficulties that arise. 

PROCEDURE
Be sure you and the students wash your hands before the start of 
this activity.

1. For each student in the class: fill a plastic baggie with 10 
goldfish and add 10 goldfish to the serving bowl. (If you have 
20 students, you’ll have 20 baggies with 10 goldfish in each, 
and 200 goldfish in the bowl.)

2. Seat the students in a circle and give each a napkin. Tell the 
students “We will be sharing a large bowl of goldfish crackers 
and when the bowl comes to you, you may take as many 
crackers as you’d like. We will be using these crackers in just 
a bit, so be careful not to eat them.” Hand the bowl to the first 
student and let the students pass it around, or facilitate 
passing it as necessary. Remind the students that they are 
not to eat these goldfish. 

METHOD
Students share a bowl of goldfish crackers to simulate the 
challenges that arise when trying to divide something equitably. 
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Have the students reflect on what happened. Did the bowl of crackers make it all the way around the circle or 
did the first few students take large handfuls so little or nothing was left for the rest of the class? 

Ask the students to count how many crackers they have. On the board, list each student’s name and how many 
crackers they have in round one. Ask the students:  Are you happy with the number of crackers you have? Do 
you think what we did is fair? Why or why not?

Pass the bowl around again and ask the students to return the crackers to the bowl.

Tell the students that you want to distribute the crackers again but in a way that is fairer to everyone. Ask them 
to brainstorm how they could make sure everyone gets the same amount of crackers and then let them try out 
some of their ideas. Some may work, others may not. If they try a strategy that does not work, encourage them 
to return the crackers to the bowl and try again.

Possible ways the students may try to equitably distribute the goldfish crackers:

Distribute the plastic baggies of crackers. Ask the students to count how many crackers they have (each 
student should have 10) and record these numbers on the board for each student. Point out that the number of 
crackers in all the baggies is exactly the same as the number that was in the bowl.

Referring to the numbers recorded on the board, compare the number of crackers each student had in the first 
round to the number each student has in their baggie. How does this amount of crackers compare to the first 
round when the students took as many as they wanted? Which students had more crackers in the first round 
and fewer crackers in the second? Which students had more crackers in the second round and fewer crackers 
in the first? Did anyone have the same number of crackers in both rounds?

Ask for reactions. Are you happy with the number of crackers you have? Do you think this way of giving out 
crackers is fair? Why or why not?

Let the students eat the crackers in their baggies.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

a. Each student takes a specific number and passes the bowl. If crackers are left, they might do it again with    

b. Each student takes one handful and passes the bowl.
c. Each student takes one scoop (of something like a plastic cup) and passes the bowl.
d. Each student takes one cracker and passes the bowl until it is empty.

either the same, or a different, number.
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What challenges did you face when working together to share the crackers fairly?

In this activity we discovered that in order to share fairly, we might have to take a specific amount so that 
everyone else gets some too. We shared the crackers. What are some other things that you like to share? 
What are some things that you don’t like to share?

Are there items in the classroom that everyone needs to share? (Answers will vary) What are some things we 
could do in class to make sure everyone gets a fair share? (Answers will vary but may include: share often, 
rotate use of certain materials, use a sign-in system for borrowing resources)

What are some things you share at home? In your community? Are there things shared by everyone in the 
world?

Home: room, food, toys, time with parents or other caretakers; Community: streets, parks, libraries, a local river, 
hospital, fire department; World: air, forests, soil, fish, animals, water, oceans. 

Do you think these resources are shared fairly? Why or why not?

Answers will vary.

What would happen if there were twice as many students in your class and you did this activity again with the 
same number of crackers? 

The amount each student received would be smaller. Each student would have less in his/her baggie.

What if there were only half as many students in your class when you did this activity again?
 
The amount for each students would be twice as big. Each student would have more in his/her baggie.

MEASURING LEARNING
Help students keep a list for the rest of the week of things that may be shared in the classroom or at home. 
Gauge their ability to answer questions such as: What items did you share this week? Which item was the 
easiest to share? Which was the hardest? Were these items shared fairly or unfairly? How did it feel to share? 
How do you think it made other people feel when you shared with them?

1.

2.

3.

5.

6.

7.

4.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


